
UK-EU Trade 2022
Trade Guide: Moving Goods from January 1st 



B R E X I T
1  Y E A R  O N

January 1st 2022 will mark one year since the withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the 
European Union. 

Effective January 1st 2021, the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement (TACO), a free trade 
agreement finalised on Christmas Eve 2020, governed (and continues to govern) our commercial 
relationship with the countries in the European Union. 

Since leaving the bloc, British businesses have been hit with new trade requirements when 
moving goods to and from the EU, chiefly:

• All movements must be accompanied by a customs declaration, outlining: tariff number, 
statement of origin, and value;

• Goods entering the UK or the EU must adhere to Rules of Origin Rules rules, as outlined by the 
TACO.

• Certain food, chemical, phytosanitary, and controlled goods must have an accompanying 
license or certificate if they are being exported or imported.

• VAT issues (particularly for DDP contracts) where payment of unforeseen VAT and fiscal 
representation matters are concerned. 

• Product conformity to CE or UKCA markings required for the EU and UK markets respectively.

For the most part, businesses have adapted to these changes, but it’s important to realise that 
many of features of the TACO were provisional, and wider changes were set to be phased in 
from the latter part of 2021 onwards. 

This guide will outline some of the more important changes to take place effective January 1st

2022. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/948119/EU-UK_Trade_and_Cooperation_Agreement_24.12.2020.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/trade-tariff
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/get-proof-of-origin-for-your-goods
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/rules-of-origin-for-goods-moving-between-the-uk-and-eu
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/guidance-on-importing-and-exporting-live-animals-or-animal-products?step-by-step-nav=b9347000-c726-4c3c-b76a-e52b6cebb3eb
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/export-chemicals-licences-and-special-rules?step-by-step-nav=b9347000-c726-4c3c-b76a-e52b6cebb3eb
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/importing-and-exporting-plants-and-plant-products?step-by-step-nav=b9347000-c726-4c3c-b76a-e52b6cebb3eb
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/export-controls-military-goods-software-and-technology?step-by-step-nav=b9347000-c726-4c3c-b76a-e52b6cebb3eb
https://www.great.gov.uk/advice/prepare-for-export-procedures-and-logistics/international-trade-contracts-and-incoterms/
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/single-market/ce-marking_en
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/using-the-ukca-marking


1 .  C H A N G E S
Customs Declarations

Effective January 2022, this simplified facility, which has been in place since January 2021, will be 
withdrawn (awaiting full HMRC confirmation), and full declarations will need to be produced upon 
import. 

Importer’s Knowledge

All suppliers shipping European-originating goods must have a REX number; otherwise, an import duty 
will be due on imports. The statement of origin will not be valid for preference without a REX number.

POAO Imports

Importers of such products, as well as animal by-products, need to pre-notify UK import authorities of 
POAO and associated products of consignments coming into the UK. For exports, Export Health 
Certificates will be needed. 

Phytosanitary (SPS) Imports 

Exporters (in the EU) of phytosanitary products must be registered on TRACES NT, and obtain and manage 
digital certificates necessary for exporting such products. 

Important POAO and SPS dates:

Goods Vehicle Movement System (GVMS)

UK Hauliers will still need to register on the GVMS to move goods through customs. 

From Change

1st January 2022 All SPS movements into GB must be pre-notified (IPAFFS)                                                            

1st July 2022 Certification, Physical and Identity checks introduced.

1st September 2022 Certification and physical checks introduced for all dairy 
products.

1st November 2022 Certification and physical checks on all POAO.

https://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/online-services/online-services-and-databases-customs/rex-registered-exporter-system_en
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/get-an-export-health-certificate
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/tracesnt/login
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/import-of-products-animals-food-and-feed-system?gclid=4510f8df943513ebe12c99435a6170be&gclsrc=3p.ds&


I M P O R T A N T  
M E N T I O N S

VAT

If you are sending your goods via DDP terms, you will need to pay the VAT due at the border when 
exporting your consignment to your customer. For goods leaving the UK, they can be zero rated at the 
British border (you will need to retain proof of export). If you wish to claim-back the VAT liability incurred, 
you will need to be registered for VAT in the country of import; however, some countries require a 
physical presence or a fiscal representative in order for this to be facilitated. 

Rules of Origin 

Goods originating from the EU can be imported into the UK with tariff-free entry – the same is true for 
British goods entering the EU. However, this preference can only be applied once; if you were to reimport 
UK-originating goods, the preference will be lost (the reverse is true for EU goods re-entering the EU). 

Conformity of Standards

Most goods being placed in the EU marketplace must have a CE mark. Goods being placed in the UK 
marketplace must have a UKCA mark. In 2021, the CE and UKCA mark was valid for UK placement; from 
2022, only the UKCA mark will be valid for most goods being placed in the UK marketplace. 

Data Protection

Since 2021, If you are processing the personal data of EU citizens, you must have a data representative in 
the EU and be authorised by a relevant EU data protection agency – the ICO is no longer a relevant EU 
data protection agency. If an EU firm is processing the personal data of British citizens, they must have a 
UK-based data representative and be authorised by the ICO. 



GET IN TOUCH

The information provided herein is purely guidance – the Staffordshire Chambers of Commerce 
and affiliated organisations makes no representations for this information being current, 

correct, or relevant. You are advised to seek professional advice when considering the 
mentioned information. 

Contact the International Trade Team on 

01782 202222 or info@staffordshirechambers.co.uk 


