
 
 
 
 

 
 

STAFFORDSHIRE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE 
 

MINUTES OF THE 72nd ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
Held on Wednesday 24 November 2021 

At The DoubleTree by Hilton, Festival Park, Stoke-on-Trent 
 
 

Members In attendance 
 

Matt Hubbard MH Reels in Motion Ltd 
Kate Beardmore KB Synectics Solutions Ltd 
Sara Williams SW Staffordshire Chambers of Commerce 
Paul Farmer PF Wade Ceramics Ltd 
Karen Staley KS Geens 
Keith Mitchell KM Wardell Armstrong LLC 
Julie Mirowski JM Rydale Roofing Ltd 
Margaret Michell MM Fendersocks Ltd 
Ramona Hirschi RH Belvoir Stoke-on-Trent 
Danai Gombera DG B.I.G Healthcare 
Charlie Houston-Brown CHB Rushkeep Solutions Ltd 
Malcolm Henson MH Henson Editorial 
Catherine Crockett CC LilaConnect 
Mark Brammar MB Mark Brammar Associates 
Neil Dingley ND Moore 
Heather Broadhurst HB Now U Know Training 
Jeremy Lefroy JL African Specialist Products 
Lawrence Soleimani LS Beaumonts Chartered Accountants 
John Berrisford JB Staffordshire Fire & Rescue 
Geoff Riley GR Business Innovation Centre 
Mark Brickhill MB Klarius EU Ltd 
Lee White LW Sterling Transport Consultancy Ltd 
Steve Timmis ST Sempar Accountancy & Tax 
Mike Herbert MHe  
Daniel Waterman DM Carse & Waterman 
Paul Franklin PF HSBC 
Peter Rossiter PR Sempar Accountancy & Tax 
Martin Lennon ML Elm Group Ltd 
Neil Dingley ND Moore 
Nick Phillips NP Beswicks Legal 
Joanne Kemp JK Stoke-on-Trent & Staffordshire Local Enterprise Ptnshp. 
Mark Swann MS UK Business IT Ltd 
Muna Dilling MD I-Design Ltd 
Mike Frewer MF West Midlands Reserve Forces & Cadets Assoc. 
Peter Harris PH EWG Ltd 

 
Chambers staff in attendance 

Rob Lawley RL 
Vicki Hardie VH 
Lorraine Green LG 
Rhouda Elalfy RE 
Radian Jawadin RJ 
Ryan Dakin RD 
Lucy Adams LA 
Kelly Edwards KE 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. WELCOME 
 
Matt Hubbard, the President, welcomed attendees to the AGM and commented that it was pleasing to 
see so many attendees to Staffordshire Chambers’ Annual General Meeting. He advised that the AGM 
Notice, Annual Accounts, Annual Review and Minutes of the last meeting have been available on the 
website since Monday 01 November 2021 
 
 

2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE 71st AGM 
 
The minutes of the 71st Annual General Meeting had  been available on the website since Monday 1 
November. 
 
The acceptance of the minutes as a true record was proposed by Margaret Michell and seconded by Julie 
Mirowski.  
 
The President asked the meeting to vote, all attendees voted, there were none against and none 
abstaining.  The minutes were approved. 
 
 

3. THE PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
As I come to the end of my tenure as President like we all do when something comes to an end, we 
reflect, on the good and bad.  As we all know, and I will not dwell on it, it has been a very challenging 
period in our lives and we have had to adapt to survive, which is what we will always do! We have 
learned new ways of doing things, that will now stay with us forever.  And while I feel that Covid as well 
as Brexit has given me a pretty tough run as President, there are things that only I will be able to ever 
claim as a first carried out as President.   
 
I am extremely proud to have supported in whatever way I can through (often terrible internet 
connects or socially distances coffees) a very passionate totally committed Board of local leaders who 
again through the last 2 years have pushed on, found the shining light, the positive spin and been there 
with me to support the Chambers and its members I thank you for your support.   
 
I know I speak for all of them AND all the membership when I thank the every single member of staff at 
the Chamber.  Seeing how you have managed through the last 12 months has been so refreshing and 
rewarding. This really is a values led organisation, supporting local businesses whatever shape and size,  
truly at the heart of all decision making.  Thank you for making my time as President so enjoyable as 
well as the support you have given to my own business Reels in Motion.  
 
Finally I have to thank 2 special people.  It’s been a true pleasure to work alongside and get to know 
Sara Williams and Kate Beardmore.  Two brilliant ladies who will now spearhead the Chambers to take 
us to another level.  Kate you will be a fantastic President and I am looking forward to the next year 
when I am not in the limelight as I am not someone who enjoys being centre of attention and I will now 
help you take this great organisation onto even greater things from the side lines.  
 
 

4. THE TREASURER’S REPORT 
Delivered by Paul Farmer, OBE, Honorary Treasurer of Staffordshire Chambers of 
Commerce 

 
I first point you to the income and expenditure account which you will find on page 9. 
 
We are reporting a surplus on ordinary activities before taxation of £216,329 which was all expected by 
the Board. Because of the pandemic, Central and Local Government freed up a wave of funding which, 
because of our relationships and previous track record, put us in an excellent position to deliver the  



 
 
 
 
 
 
support and services needed. The Chambers’ premises were also revalued and had increased in line with 
a fair open market value. Previous years have delivered surpluses which have helped the Chambers to 
protect and sustain future delivery of services.  
 
Whilst we present whole company accounts here for statutory purposes, internally we continue to break 
down activities into six key areas:  Membership, Marketing and Events, Training, Business Support, 
International Trade & Export documentation and Corporate Services.   
 
If members do have any queries about the breakdown of income and expenditure, I will be happy to take 
questions at the end.  Before that, I would like to briefly refer to the balance sheet on page 11. This 
shows that the Chamber is in a healthy financial state and has a level of reserves which will enable it to 
continue with the levels and standards of service which members are used to and to enable the 
Chambers to continue to invest in its infrastructure and future activities. 
 
Fixed Assets (note 4) have increased due to the revaluation of the premises undertaken in March 2021on 
an open market value basis.  
 
Investments (note 5) have increased as at the start of 2021, the Chambers invested cash reserves of 
£254,435 into London BarrelHouse, £300,000 into Fidelius, along with £111,039 invested with Funding 
Circle. 
 
Trade Debtors (Note 8) have increased due to few large invoices being raised for at the end of the year, 
which have subsequently been paid.  
 
Creditors (note 10) have increased due to the level of VAT payable and income received in advance. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank our Auditors, Geens, for their in depth testing 
when undertaking the Chambers’ financial audit, particularly with the funding streams and the effect of 
the coronavirus pandemic on finances. 
 
I would also like to say a big thank you to the Chambers’ finance team, especially Lorraine Green, for all 
of their input and the controls operated throughout the year and for the detailed reporting which she 
has provided to the Board on a regular basis.   
 
I would like to conclude my report as Honorary Treasurer by, once again, highlighting the strong balance 
sheet of the Chambers.  Despite the coronavirus pandemic your Board is confident that this year and for 
the foreseeable future, the Chambers will remain in good financial health and continue to deliver a wide 
range of support and services to its members. 
 
The acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Keith Mitchell and seconded by Margaret Michell.  
 
The President asked the meeting to vote, all attendees voted, there were none against and none 
abstaining.  The accounts were approved. 
 
 

5. APPROVE THE APPOINTMENT & REMUNERATION OF THE AUDITORS 
 
Due to their prior experience, price and their understanding of European funding and how the 
Chambers operates, the President proposed the appointment of Geens as Staffordshire Chambers of 
Commerce auditors and to hold the office until the next general meeting at which the accounts of 
Staffordshire Chambers of Commerce are considered and the Directors of Staffordshire Chambers of 
Commerce be authorised to fix their remuneration. 
 
The approval of Geens as auditors was proposed by Margaret Michell and seconded by Ramona Hirschi.  
 
The President asked the meeting to vote, all attendees voted, there were none against and none 
abstaining.  The appointment of Geens was approved. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. TO CONFIRM THE ELECTION OF CHAMBER COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

In accordance with the Articles of Association, one-third of the elected Chamber Council members 
must retire each year but shall be eligible for re-election.  A total of six elected Council members 
resigned during the year or retired by rotation and those who wished to seek re-election for a further 
three year term were: 
 
Paul Franklin, HSBC 
Gary Smith, Staffordshire Precision Engineering Ltd 
Jed Eatough, LSGK Accountants Ltd 
Karen Staley, Geens 
 
APPROVAL OF NEW CHAMBER COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 
Nominations for ten vacancies on the Chambers Council have been sought from the general 
Membership. The following nominations have been received: 
 
Catherine Crockett, LilaConnect 
Dr Eve Davies, Protectapet Ltd 
Mark Swann, UK Business IT Ltd 
Neil Dingley, Moore 
Peter Harris, EWG Ltd 
 
 
The approval of the election of the above Council Members was proposed by Keith Mitchell and 
seconded by Margaret Michell. 
 
The President asked the meeting to vote, all attendees voted, there were none against and none 
abstaining.  The new Council Members were approved. 
 
 

7. TO INFORM OF THE CHANGE OF APPOINTMENTS OF PRESIDENT AND DEPUTY 
PRESIDENT 

 
At the Council Meeting which follows this AGM, Kate Beardmore of Synectics Solutions Ltd will take 
over as the Staffordshire Chambers of Commerce President and Matt Hubbard will become the Deputy 
President 
 
These appointments will be ratified at the Council Meeting which follows this AGM. 
 
 
 
 
The President confirmed that the formal business for the Staffordshire Chambers of Commerce 72nd 
Annual General Meeting was done and thanked Members for their attendance.   
 


